Peptide and protein drug analysis by MS: challenges and opportunities for the discovery environment.
Straightforward assay development using MS has become commonplace in most modern pharmaceutical laboratories. In particular, MS is an invaluable tool in the discovery environment of this industry, making it possible to characterize the structures of target drugs and to screen large numbers of potential drug candidates in metabolism and pharmacokinetics studies, and much more. Furthermore, as drug portfolios expand to include biotherapeutic species, such as peptides and proteins, MS is there to meet any analytical challenges. In this article, general aspects of MS in the discovery environment are discussed, as well as what the future might hold.